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Stephen? 
Stephen 
Strange? 


Your voice 
isn't sound ¥$ 


Nl 
Nill 


Then we ’ 
take some other 
course of action! 

Stephen, he has iy 
my family! Ala 


You weren't 


’ Then reunite 


W/ SO We Can pool our 


strengths! There 
must be something 
here we can use 
to free you! 


And as 
= for you, as 
This is —— C.. —— Jonathan... Zug 
what it's like Y SS g 
not to want to 
look in the 
mirror. 


an armor worthy 
. Of my form. 


He will 
not be missed. 


.” ...simply 
Not after what he's because of the 


unseemly way the 
man holds a 
grudge. 


put oe through 
this dau... 


piace 


My needs 
have always been 
simple. I merely wish to 
attain my rightful destiny 
without interference. Richards 
knows this, and yet he 
continually impedes an p 
ascension that will Leaving 


7 you to pay 
benefit everyone. the price: 


It pains me to 
see marionettes 
strangled by the strings 
of their puppeteer. |f ] 
I could, I'd set 
you free. 


Doom is 
nothing if not 
forgiving. 


But it's too 
late. We've reached 
the endgame, 
Richards and I. Even now, 
he attempts to 
clamber within reach 
of my level oF 

prowess. 


He can't 
possibly, OF course... 
but there's always the 
chance he might learn 
enough to make his 
end memorable... 


Not here. N 
Doom could sense fim 
mu presenceat J 
any moment. . 
My sanctum. 
This scroll contains 
a rudimentary tele- 
portation spell that 
can take us there. 


There doesn't " 
y mneedtobe. Merely ae 
symmetrical hold them steady, speak retillun! 
exactitude to 4 the enchantment as Reed, don't 
the hand | written, and most attack the 
gestures. | : invocation! You 
} | must relax your 
guard! 


‘ Like a 
formula. 


This isn't 
science. Most 
of all, you 
must-- 


i | 


VASA AA AW 


ONES! ie) 
yp Ul 


“le 
EEA. 
Si @ @ 
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to me like 
I'm ignorant. 
That spell was | 
flawed! 


Who said you 
was ignorant? 


‘s jerks 
like you give 
New York a bad 
name, Mr. 
"Fantastic"! 


| But failure 

] doesn't follow! \F 
I executed the spell 

) precisely... 


i, Bargained? 
aa Victor simply 
takes what he 
wants. What's in 
this for them? 


Y SNA y & c 


Strange, we have 
to get him out of 
there! 


? And what 
shall be your fate, 
little one? Should 


’ ...it would " 
“Uo you wea, eveyour father 


positively mad, 
wouldn't it...? 


It's not 
working! I'm 
torturing 
them! 


Why isn't 
this written | 
more clearly? How 
am I supposed 
to master-- 


Ican't 


understand! 


How? How 
could your father 
have escape 

without my--? 


aS = fr 


What do I do 
with it? How does 
it work? 


“Magic words." 
Alakazam. 
Abracadabra. 


codes 


So < “oie TO 


Operate! 
Do something! 
Come on! 


Nothing. 
Ican't make \@ 
it function. 

Damn it... 


{2 
Once more = 
ry into the pit, dear Valeria. 
a /N 


lot only is this odious urban 
cesspool called Manhattan [iy 
N an unconscionable wif 
place to raise 


< 
S\) 


; ~ ee 
(Gua Ve 


GZ 
(SOLE TE 
MUM 


4 no mind. They 
4 \\ are not your 
future. 


‘Ss game, 
Ideserve Wy 
better than 
that 


Hide- 4 
and-seekis a 
Richards. 


children 
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Voge c 


K v es 27! 


You were 


An exercise in 
the . humiliation. 
izzatP = 


We 


R @) ack. Don 
ty: let Victor patch 
av i ies so much as 
BA 2 breath. 
y Her name 
is Val. Take 


\ 


[ ON i of her 
v 7 me \ 
| 
] 


——— | 


oS --you're not the 
ad \ only one with an 
imagination. 
a 


No good, Suzie. q 
He needs a li'l more 
encouragement. { Fae) 
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insane to hold out on 
us at this point, Victor. 
There's no telling what 
this talisman could 
do to you. 
me 


It's 
completely 


I have 
: got to start 

coming to rehearsals. : 
Since when did you maqic phrase that 
become Gandalf unlocks the 
the Great? power: 
/ When it 
comes to 
sorcery... 


SinceI ™~ 
deduced the 


ap? ea ry, NOTED! 
5 a? 
i a 
NK Zi 


--you're . 
being Kind. )* 


And as for 
4 the rest of 
you... You've 
<7 seen weeds 
p i burst through 

as epi lil| | 
pavement, & 
— \” I'm sure. 


imagine it's \ S 
A apainless 
process. At 


eee 
certainly 
hope not. 


[/ 
Wait. 
Jonathan. 
Where 


, is--? 


A true 
magician would 
be embarrassed 
by the concept of 
"magic words." 


What now, 
Richards? You'll 
saw me in half? Or 
would you rather 
Lpick a card? 


add "I'ma 
lunkhead.” S&S 


® ( ) 


There are 
higher forces 
that bind us. 


You're oF 
no ues to me. 
Ineed my son ‘ 
and you can't Seto 

cereve g Nee One: 

im. 


I overestimated 
you, Victor. 


You vainglorious \ ai I know better But you see 
cretin. Youhave |- than you--because yourself as the 
no idea what you're too arrogant needle and the 
my limits are. to recognize thread. And 
them. nothing could 
be further from 
__ you were the truth. 
right about one 
thing, Victor. The 
realm of the 
supernatural 
is a vast 


tapestry. 


VW 
No. Strange was right. You'll never’ That you're 
rise above mediocrity. Never. Not obliged to 
until you admit that you answer superior 
to resources greater than forces... 
yourself. 7 


You'll 
never be more 
than a mid-level 
magician. Your 
pride cripples 
you. 


..and that you owe 
your accomplishments 
to th 


Halfwit! Doom 
is indebted to 
no one! 
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Johnnu, 
own there! I 
see them! 


—___ > 


Oh 
<= 

SON. Vy 
SY | 


Franklin, 
it's all 


Richards, 
please... 
help me... 


.all those 
years ago...you 
tried to save me... 
I should have 
listened to 
you... 


You don't 
think I Know 
you by now? 


After all 
the misery and 
pain you've caused }~ 


us over the 
wea : years? 
Ever since 


the day we met, 
Victor, all you ever 
wanted was for me to aca ‘ : 
live in the shadow (Cle But I 
of your genius. ( ; swear to you 


that I will spend 
the rest of my life 
forgetting 
you. 


are 
be okay once shhh...it's — 
we get him toa all better, ~~ 
hospital. How's sweetie... ie 


ranklin? 


...Mommy's 
right here... 


{ taking so long? |7777 
se\ Where's Reed: / 


I got him! 
You awright, 
pal? What 
happened? 


..one last \ 
encounter with } 
Victor. 


